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1 I - (New).  The cover of clain}Z{ wherein the opening in the cover material is sized
c‘l to refeive a mixing head for injecting the polyurethane chemicals and prevent escape thereof
A M from the cover material.
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REMARKS

Responsive to the Office Action of May 22, 2001, the Examiner's thorough comments
and the cited Patent to Friessner, et al. (EP 278,050) has been noted and studied. For reasons to
be set forth in detail below, it is respectfully submitted that all claims now present in the

application are in condition for allowance and such favorable action is respectfully requested.

Turning first to formal matters, the Examiner's helpful comments regarding the form of
the claims under 35 USC §112 is noted. With those comments in mind, independent claim 17
has been amended to refer in the body of the claim to the pipeline functionally by inserting the
suggested language "for attachment to said pipeline,” as suggested by the Examiner. Thus, claim
17 and its dependent claims deal with the cover as a subcombination for attachment to pipelines.
Additionally, independent cléim 29 and dependent claims recite the cover of the subcombination
actually installed with the pipeline. It is submitted that the claims now presented make clear

applicant intends to cover both the cover in either of the forms mentioned by the Examiner.

Turning to the prior art, the European Patent to Friessner (No. 0 278 050) has been noted
and studied. It is respectfully submitted that the Friessner reference neither anticipates nor makes
obvious, either singly or in combination with other art, the subject matter of the claims of the
present a}.)plication. It is noted that the Friessner reference shows a plastic wrap with an
embedded heater wire 13 which is held in place by plastic strips 5 on an outer pipe 3 of plastic
within which a foam outer lagging is contained. The presence of the heater wire in the Friessner

structure makes it clear that the subject matter of the claims of the present invention is not

present in the Friessner structure. Addressed specifically, each of independent claims 17 and 29
recite that the pliable cover material includes an opening which allows injection of the joint
filling material into the annular space and also allows entry of moisture into the polyurethane

foam. Claims 22 and 31 also recite that the foam of the joint filling material absorbs moisture
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when under water to increase ballast of the pipeline. There is no such structure in Friessner. In
fact, it would be contrary to the purpose of Friessner (a covering to enclose an electric heater

element) to introduce openings for entry of moisture.

The Friessner structure, with its use of an electric heating wire, requires sealing of the
cover material due to the presence of the heating wire. Were openings to be permitted in the
outer strip 5, moisture would be permitted access into the interior of the pocket joint shown in
the Friessner structure and this would clearly be an undesirable result with an electric heating

wire present.

In summary, it is respectfully submitted that the claims now present comply with the
matters of form noted in the Office Action of May 22 and that the claims as presented are
patentable over the prior art of record. Accordingly, allowance and passage to issue of the

present application is submitted to be appropriate and such action is respectfully requested.
ResEectfully submitted,
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